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© vader his Banner, lat lis cept th de z Albus forhis Hohour, 


and to he careful td mainttin good Works, "© *Tisfor this Cauſt 


Jelus Crit Mid down Ris Mie and bel his a Blood, 
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to keep —— 25 pure, both = 
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himſelf up to a Right conſtitux Chyrchgfor profeſs ta did 
to; Sin. aha to 7 uno God; in newnets-of Li 5 3 34 »take 
Gates Father to be their Ford Fan! 'profefs: to [be% WY by 


his Las Which are Holy, qu ry and God; they”: 


to 9 and heir Kiag' to rule over Fen here 
ive-th-raſelves up to him, as their Head and 
— * State admits of no Diſputes or Heſitations at kia Laws'; 
— they pive themſelves up to the holy Spirit, to de thelr\S1n- 
&ifier and Cltanſer frontal Iniqui ty, Fpb. 2. rg. andionwand; i 
the Apoſtle there ſpeakiſtꝭ of the growing of the Chureb;. fir, 
Now t herb fore ys are no mire Seeed, er and Forttzners, 
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temiſe 
£7” r Iden een by he Word (Only Nu no 
ches Means. Want be 'vſed,: as Prayer, and good Advice; and 
the. like; but afteh, when all due Means have been uſed; and 
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pure from cotrupt Dofrines, which will — do Ir 
3): to mark thoſe that bring them in, and ex 
cl _ Societies. Fonte Demanſiration of ark 1 ſrilgiv 
Cc Reafangs.: 2 0 
Fir. THE Reaſon why ir a the only way, is, became God 
hathoeeſeribed this way. as in our Text, tHe thatisWifdoaiir- 
ſelf; knows. that the beſt way to pꝛeſerve his'Churches; trom 
_comrupt Doarines, is to Mart thoſe that bring them, and avnd 
them, We bre fond of following the Advice of Men of Figure, 
caſe of 4ny. Danger of Monitication; which happens to any 
art of gur Body alcho!, the Qperation. propoſed by the Surgeom 
i very hafd, zather then the whole Boy rſhoulyg conf by Ne- 
& ot -Means, and yet; tis poffi ble, — filfet Man, or 
9 of; Figure, maꝝ be gut: Hut my Friends, this great 2 
tor, who works all Things after his own Conntil, cannot fail 
% the right way to ;proferve his Body the Church ; { Phezefore, 
let not. Nur on due Hand, not Preſomprion on the other, — 
you to neglect the uſing of the-Praſeriptidngivew In du Text; 
ir being from Heaveri, and not of TY :: We may, and.ought to 
 eoncJuge; it the! only fight way, ta axpell: thoſe: out; who: bai 
Prrupe Dodrines. Unto which, agrerth the Apoſtle, in 2 Cr. 
6. I + " Whare fad the Apoſtle, Be ye not u cal d with 
Unbelievars.; for wat Felowſbip hath Righteouſneſs with Un- 
Ff And what Common hath 15 Or With Park- 
2: LONG Concord hath Chrift with Behal?, Or, bat Part 
OR Res bo Tt tie gaes an rat ner to fee 
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Is in Ver. 15. Ana what 0 
with Idolt? For ye (ſaitn he) i. e. (the Church of God) are thi 
Temple of the Irving God, at Gad bath ſaid, Iwill dwell in them 


and walk in them; and I will bez their God, aud they ſhall be my 


People. From theſe Arguments of theſe Apoſtle in Ver. 17. he 
draws this concluſion, Wherefore come out from amony t 


and be je ſeperate, and touch not the unclean 1 Iwill re- 


cæine you; and I will be a Father unto you, and 38 ſhall be ni 
Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Alnnigity. As if the A- 
poſtle had ſaid,” Be not afraid, O gracious Soul ! to go on in this 
ſo good a Work, to keep Error out of the Church, or to expell 
thoſe that bring at in. Or, if thou canſt not do that, then come 
out thy ſelf, and Iwill own thee in ſo doing, and aſſiſt thee, As 
my Sons and Daughters; and I will,manifeſt my ſelf to thee, 
as a Father, and thou ſhalt be aſſiſted and ſupported by me, who 
am able to do it, for I am God Almighty. This Word Almigh- 
ty, ſeems to carry in it, that it's a Work of great-Difficulty, to 
encounter with the Errors of the Times; and that gracious 
Souls are apt to be afraid how they ſhall go through it: But you 
have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt of Succeſs, for God that 
hath called you to this Work is the Almighty God; and tis his 
Will, and the way“ of his own Appointment ; and, therefore; 
the only way for Churches to keep themſelves pure. Nothing is 
more plain in the New Teſtament, xhian that tis not only a way 
or means to keep corrupt Dodrines out of Churches; but where 
they are got in, and ſo ſix d in the Church that they are not to 
be got oũt / by all due means uſed to that End, then tis the Du- 
ty of every Chriſtian, whoſe Eyes are open d to ſee thoſe corrupt 
Poctri nes to come out from among them, and be ſeparate from 
them. ILIſhall add two or three Reaſons to inforce this Duty, 
and then anſwer ſome Objections. | n l ee 
IHE Firſt Reaſon is, Becauſe corrupt Doctrines are infecti- 
ons : I ſay, it's the Duty of Churches to keep themſelves pure 


from cotrupt Doctrines, becauſe they are infectious; tis of a 


oifonous Quality, Sin in a Chuich is like the Leproſie, or the 
Plague in a Houſe which is infected, as you have it in Levit. 14. 
34. where you have Directions from the Lord himſelf, what to do 
with the Houſe, into which he ſhould ſend the Leproſie or Plague, 


and when all;Means were made uſe of, as directed by the Lord, 


do Eil, then to pull down the Stones of the Wall, and to al 
̃ „„ 
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Grace of God into Laſcrmouſneſs; an 


(#5) 
them.6ut inta am unclean Place; which fully holds forth to wy, 
hat borrupt Doctrines o__ not to be kept in a pure Church, 


The whois Calle is Your reading: And; is it not comm 
among Men, if they have à Tooth that is rotten to pull it we | 


that it infe& not the reſt adjoining to it? And thoſe that x 
Halt are often looking over them, to take out the Delective, 


leaſtrthey corrupt all that are about them: And, can we think 


to:ſatfer corrupt Doctrines in the Church of God, and yet pre- 
ſer ve the Body undefiled thereby ? It's not to be done. You 


- find the Apoſile Faul ſaith, 1 Cor. 5. 6. Know you not that 4 


Ati: Leaven'leaventth the whole Lump. This, Church of ( 
rint h, had ſuffered One to continue —— them that N 
of Fornication, which the Apoſtle look d upon to be very diſ- 
honourable to God; therefore commanded them that when they 
yeare gathered together, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, to deli- 
ver ſuch a One to Satan for the Deſtruction bf the Fleſh} that 


the. Spirit maybe ſaved in the Day of the Lord. Know you not 


that a little: Leven leaveneth the whole! Lump? "Purge out, 


therefore, the 614 Leaven, thut ye may be 4 1 , ae 
gre unleavened- (i. e.) As you profeſs your ſelves to be dead 


ts Sin, ſo ſhould:you'live imnewneſs of Life unto God; for 


even Chriſt our Sacrifice is Holy: Let us, therefore, keep the 
Fa not with old Leaven, | but with the unleauened Bread of 


Sincerity and Truth. But. — 2 
Ketondly. BECAUSE it's the Duty of every Chriſtian in. 


particular, and of all true Churches of ſeſus Chriſt, to contend 


_ earneſtly for the Faith once deliver :o theSaints, as you have 


it in Jude's Epiſtle, Ver. 3. When 1 pav? all Diligence to write 
unto you of the common Salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you, that you contend earnefily fur 
the Farth once delivered to the Saints. In the next Ver. gives 
the Reaſon why it' was ſo needful to give them this Advice, be- 
cauſe, There are certain Man crept in unawares, who were of 
old ordained to this Condenmation, A Men, turning the 
denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift. Whether they deny'd his Di- 
vinity or his Humanity, I cannot determine ; but they then de- 
d our Lord jeſũs Chriſt ; and ſo do ſome now, that are crept ' 
into the Church of Chriſt: And we have need to be flirred up 
with this Exhortation, To contend carneſh for the Faith once 
2 e deliver d 
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e Church of Per mus, That he who hat h elle dhatp dW] nd 
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| fie IT thou fe 7 how hat bold. the —— | 
2 ah abt fog ere the Children »gflirael, | 189 
Jha Dofirine of the Nioolaitand} 
hae 0 7 the Lord) . Obſerve, they are nog 
8 Ho 45 Ch th 1 ut ſoch Things, but have foch this 
do own them ; * for fuck. to. ahldeamongſi them; 
144 coxrupt Dos as is ſo reſenttd by the Lord a 
id own it theme th Feu, therzfars, ( ſaith our 
Le this great Evil, or elfe I wil com? quickly and: fight. - 
apnnfl thee with the Sword that is in ty Month.” And to the. . 
2 huxch of Taadirea. he tlneatens het, £9 pe w har gut of his 
Mouth for Gy: bene bake Fay we 2 yer that: 
are rown fo that IcaTce any Life is to ound amo A 
us f 45 the e God's Houſe? Or, for what: Ertats are 7 
in amo 8 Oh 8 Fk it OR with the Church? * 
FPeurthh. Reaſon is, Becauſe it ER 
| Farin at hey are Gi bs Soldiers; to be valiant for the 
Truth, 298. ght againſt Error; every Chiiſtide that bath; 
ven him to a true Church, hath, ox ſhoyld, firſt give, 
Fo nſelf up 70 il as his Captain, and to be Chaiſi's £xi cl, | 
Soul. ler; Pi as ſuch to be at his Command, to wear bis Livery) 
in al ny aid and Honiſſy, ang to fight under hie Banner a- 
gainſt the Fleſh and the Wo if Bell, and the falſe Chanch - - 
or corrupt Doctrine, being all Enemies to our Captain Jeſus | 
Au as we are Soldiers, we cg to endure Hapdnaſs:as good. 


Seldiers og Alus Ghrift, 20 Tim, 2. Þ Lenze Hardneſs * 
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ive Way te hoy tht Ef age poſſeſs his Chotch, burto 


leſtieſe, tub they that hald er mn axe-expeli 
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: B U T there! ſome to ie, akd fay, What ane or tuo or 


mee poor Men de, when the Major, and even our Mme, 


do eſpouſt che Cauſt, and put fine Glofies — 
and declare he's of the fan ndgmentwith. thoſe we'd | 
': 4Bir fi Lanſwer If the Cale be fo, and your have good 
1555 it out vt his Mouth, take no Notice of ſme, 
wer all Humbleneſs of Mind; dell it to the Church; ard. Ait 
all Tenderneſs and Faithfulneſs, prove the Eruthy as it is in qeſui, 
in Oppoſition to this corrupt Doctrine delivered ; and bertin is . 
doth'appe ir to derogate from the Word of God, and Analocie . 
of Faith, as the Church agreed to ſet down wpoir- Prefs che 
Church with Scriptures to do theit Duty, as in our: Lext 14 
mark th:ſe th:t bring in corrupt Doctrines and avoid ti 
and after waiting and Praying, and exhorting the Chbrch- d 
theis: Duty; ant all failing; deſirè a Letter to another 

and if that is deny'd+ thee, 'beatkes to what the Apoſtle fand; 
20. 6. 17. Wherefore come out from amongſt t am, ound 1 will 
recero? you, fatth the Lord. Be ye feper 


pres on in the next Chap. to tmprove this Promiſe to encourages · 
douls'in the Diſcharge of their Duty, Haug therefore tif 
Prounfes (dearly beloved) let us clanſs our — fim at 
— —_—_ Fleſh and. Spirit, Po Hoiynefs m wy 
ar 

Kn, 40jeft. ) BUT ſurely this muſt not be done, * 
aould, what will become of the Churches. or what wil eyl 
dme to, if on every Occaſion, one muſt have 2 Letter ro 2NO<2 


her Church? IN :. 


IANSW ER, Toil be no Exeuſe at the Great Day, r 
leg of our Duty, to ſay, We could not tell what wwald- 
the Bvent of Churches doing 
gange not the Duties God hath required of us, we have 0e 
auſe to fear, what will be the Event of our Neglect. When 


Dy, a tbe Thirxs pronounced. againſt us on e 
3 


| ats from them, and'þ 
. yo, and bs a Father to you. Wheref re the Apoſtiei 


their Duty: For if we die. 


ecdnſider the Promiſe God hath made to us; in the doing. of” 1 


. d — 


| 68) 
led. And as Edifcation is one chief Ende dt Church · Com. 
munion, e ſnoula purſue it mall religious Motions; and when 
ccorrupriDofrines/are-gor into a Church, and are connived at, 
i propagatedʒ there can be no Edification to the: ſerious Soul, 
that deſires the ſincere Milk of the Word, that he may gro 
thereby: Soi chat ſuch à Soul muſt Eicher get Error out of a 
Chureh; or gt out himſelf: Ahd if this Duty ol; Expelling was 
faithfully performed, there would be no Need of aſking for Letter. 
Tbird Ob j ct. 1 SO ME object further; and ſay, If any bus 
4s diſativfie} with any thing the Church doth, he 1hould enter . 
his Protai againſt it, and keep his Place in the Church. 1 16) 
LAN SWE R, The Votes tor this Opinion, are more for 
Peace than far Furity, for a great Name in the World, chan for 
a: good Name for God. This /Do:trine of entring a Proteſt is 
of the bottomleſs Pit ; it was begot by the Devil and Midwiv'd Þ} * 
into the World by the Pope, and hath been hitherto nurſt up 
by the Clergy of almoſt all Perſwaſions: I was in at this Door, } | 
doubtleſs, that rhe Church of Nome received her Errors at firſt. ; 
If this Doctrine take Place with us, there is no Room for that ſl | 
Doctrine, ihat ſaich, To the Lam and to the Teſtimony, and f 
122 met accoriling tothis Word, tis becauſe they haus ν x 
Light in tham, Iſaiah, 8. 20. If this Doctrine can be. allowd:} 5 
of in any Caſey then farewell that Doctrine that hath been ſo f 
V 
U 
3 
11 
t 


long contended for by all Proteſtants, (viz.) That the Ward: 
of God ought to be our Rule for Faith and Patience. All the: 
Scriptures that have or may be mentioned, ſignifieth nothing; 
Sin and Satan may dwell together in the Church by Allowance, 
only Sin aud Satan muſt be kept up in one Corner with this thin 
Partition of bearing a Teſtimony againſt chem. I cannot.omit Wl i 
ſpeaking in tlie Belialf of Diſſenting Mirũſters on this Head; WW a: 
I-never heard one of them that have preach'd up this rotten Do- 
arine amongſt their own: People; or preachd up to any one 
that came off from others to join with them that they ſhould 
have entred their Proteſt and havè kept their Places; but with 
all Readineſs reccived them, and ghve them Encourageinemt to 
so ion in the Ways of Holineſs, as they ſhould 1eccive: Light 
from the. Lor, (in which they do well) But it this be 2 war- 


rantable Pradtice to bear à Teſtimony, and keep theit Places, 

Why: {h6ul.!' nat the Prefbyterians tell the Church of 'Englani 

Men chat come to join with them, That they ought to comtinee 
1 2 | IM, U 


rr 


S7 


DS FB A 


E. S 4 


"d 


(rs) 
in that Church in which they were call 4?" And whyſhould not 
the Baptif Miniſter. tell the Prefbyterian that is convinced of 
Believers Bapriſm, that they ought to bear his Teſtitnonx againſt 
Infant Baptiſm, and keep his Hate . I ſay their Fuad ice con- 


tradicts this Doctrine; and the Foundation of at ſeems to me, 


to be nothing elſe but Pricſt-Crift, to ſecure the Fleece. 


Fuurthly.) BU. it may be:objetted: by ſome} that ãt is writ⸗ 


ten in Mb. 13. 17. That we ſhould Obey them that haus the 
Nule over us, and ſubmit our ſelves, for they watch fur our 


* Souls Some ſay that it's not the Miniſter as ſuch that is here 


intended; notwichſtanding it is one of the great Bulwaiks that 
they fly to, if attack d. ie eee ee 

Erf. II cannot be the Miniſters here intended, becauſe: 
they are forbid Lording it over God's Heritage; 1 Pet. 5. 3. 
Which if *twere they intended in theſe Words to be ſubmitted 
to, there would be a Contradi gion in Scripture, | which there is 
not; that Miniſters are neither named nor intended; for the 
Author of this Epiſtle, is in this Chapter ſetting forth, Duties 
religiouſly to be obſerved by us, in the ſęvcral Stations Ged hath: 
placed us in, Firſt as Brethren to love one another; to enter» 


tain Strangers; and to remember them that are 1n'Bonds ; ant 
alſo the Comlineſs of Marriage, the Bed being undefiled; and 


% on to many Duties becoming Chriſtians, of which tlieſe 
Words brought are very comprehenſive ef Duties ofi Inferiors 
to Superiors, the like you have in i. Frt. 2. 18. As alſo, in Coll. 
3. 27. And Tit. 2. 9. Shewing that it becomes every Chriſtian! 
in the Place and Station God hath placed them in; to be ſubjedt 
to their Superiors, As if the Apaſtle had ſaid, or did then 
find, or was afraid, that ſuch a Spirit would attend Chriſtians; 
as to think, becauſe they are brought into ſo near 4 Relation as 

Brethren; that all Obedierce of Inferiors to — was de- 

ſtroy d, and made null; but inſtead of vchich, he confirms the 


Obedience of Inferiors to Superiors, and gives this us a freſh 


Command to us to ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe thut have the 
Rule over us, thoſe our Superiors; that it ean be no other O- 
bedfence required of us, but to uch as have a'lawful or civil 
Right over us as Parents or Maſters: I urge for Confideration;} 


that he was the Chbiches Seryant fer Chriſt's Sake: Sorthar he 
hal not this Power ds zequire Mbediouce ro bis Will. Pute *- 


Secondly. 


chat the Apoſile never claimed it a due to himſelf, but told us 
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— BECAUSE then every Miniſter would have 

Porn to make [aws Obligatory'toal PAT TR ate 
our reformed Miniftcrs du wholly difown. - | 
BUNT no ler us; conſider: the Text it Kr, 3 
ſtate the Queſtion; whether ; it be Miniſter. or Civil Governors 
(this Ruler) whether the Obedience bete xequired is limited; 
ot unlimited 31if unlimited, rien every Miniſtet moſt be a Foppe 
in hisows- Precintts: We muſt alſo; ſuppoſe; chat it God; had 
required Obedience from us to all che Conynands of the Mit- 
fer, then we malt ſuppoœ alſo; that God had. endgwed all bia 
Mini fers wich ſua h. Qua lin cati ons, as to require: Nothing of, pg 
but what is agreeable to his Divine W1ll; and then gyery Mis 
miſter ri uſſ be buff, „ being infallible. - AB che Copveniency. 
that I can ſee in this DoQ:ine, beſides what accrews to h 
Miniſter, is timt we full have no Need of ſendug over Sea 
for-Bulls and-Pardens; for there will be enough at N t9 
theſe that are open handed. Ban tö zeturn, it we fay the T A 
A te hi uudeiſtood of a jimite} Obedience, as none will taky 
upon them to ſay otherwiſe, then this Text will do theft no 
Service for the Purpoſes for which it) is brought; for then the 
Meaning of the Text muſt be this, You muſt obey them that 
Have the Rule over you; whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, as you; 
. find cheir Conityands agigeableto the Word of Gd; and chen 
the Obedience here is net what Man, requires, but What Gar 
eammands >. Aud when the Miniſter tequyres that of any under 
His Cane (as 8hey cl it) that be cannot produce, che: Word: of 
Cod tor his Commuid, is vt; no Force; for we are commanyed: 
— them as they low Chriſt, Be ge fellewers of tas 
aw G, faith the _— and 0 my great Rory 16 
= to the £x1awnd, | 
Abh. SGM objedt, and Gay, there ſhould * 2 $ub- 
1 — * Majority qt Voices, without which wenkie n 
be ermi 

I © this Lianfwer, T hat in ſome Gal CimmalianccheMes 
jerty any deeainive,. As where to meek 40; ſerve God, or 
way Tan of the Day, or the 22 this not touching Cm 


— — detemminedz bot any ching touchi Con- 
a ry Ap de dinding Þy « Min tf; tis get che Multitude 
of! Vaters for corrupt Noſkines thoukt be binding, bys then 
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his- expoſe thyſelf, And as for the Vo ot 
. 19; bs kindin on the Minne ys 29 | 
y t 


no warte, is down right Popery. This Doctrine ſapps 

undation ot: the Preteſtant Religion; ſhould this med 
Orthodox, then.the Church ot Rowe. i 5 and remains, a trye - 
urch, norwithſtatiding the Errots thereof; and the f bim- 
If hach P Power to command Obedience to bis Laws. This 
LY vet conipicious upon a Suppoſttion, that a tue Church 
13 Christ, have r an 3 bring in a — — 

N impoſe it e lences eit poor ren, by a 
| Heeren er Valbes: Fer. if the Churches now have ſuch Au- 
1 iy 80 rule and govern the Pev 28 then they had the ſame 
Beer Þ in che primitive Times: If then, when the Church of 

to Apoſtatize, ar ſuffer er roniqus Doctrines to ereep 
in e them, doubtleſs it was done by | a Majority 3 and by 
the Game Reaſon we may conclude, that atter the Majority had 
goveri'd, ſome Time, aud. perhaps found it tronbleſome; they 
might chuſe Twelve or N Four, which in the 4 of 
Rome are ld Cardinals; artength to make it more 
ne put of this Number (as they do to this Day) to mh an 
icar, by the Majority of Voices, to prevent woubleſome De. 
„that perhaps did often ariſe. Now, to protect this new 

Bee F with: Infallibility, and the Majority of 
the hat is Pal ſhale Orthodox, and what not not; and 
this Man ing choſen by Majority of the Church, is the 

ajvrity.of. the Church it ſelf, being choſen by them ta thak 

foreſai Office. 8 40 if 5 Majority of Voices muſt * 
1 8 e Wg on the Conſciences of the Minority 

of Rome is yet a wem, and the 'Po l. 
13 87 an Ache aye pe ae rom them 2 8 Schiſm. 
50 „If joxity have no Power to · ĩmpoſe on the 
nſciences he 5 e alcho ſuch 2 Minority be only 
658 ſingle Perſon; Theteforez 1 conclude; the Chuich ot Noms 
to be Ne fromthe. Truth, and become > falſe Church, 
nd that the ts allle; 25 other Men; and that thoſ.-who 


parated fr of Rome at firſt Ee not guilty of 
0 lum; er coil pe Done 10 Fe be from any true Church 
ha loffers brough 


ht in amovg them; 
hors hi Duty e 


$82 be guilty of Shine 00 
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Fig ONE Obiegion more; and it is that which makes 
4 great Noiſe in the World amongſt all Perſwaftons, but mot 
at Nom; and that is, That there fhould be no Schiſm in thg 
Body: But Separation 01:2hy: Account from a Church is x Schiſm 
in the Body; therefore a Separation is not to be allowed of on 
any Terms whatſoever, 1 Cor. 12. 16. This Objection I am 
apt to think was firſt advanced in the Church of Nome; yet 
| fome Authors tell us; that the Heathen made a great Noiſe with 
[| this Word Schiſm, when the Papiſts bioke off from them, to 
| own a Ged and Jeſus Chriſt: However, it's paſt all Doubt, 
/ that the Church of Rome did, and ſtill do, uſe this Word, 
| the great Support to the introducing and keeping up the Supe: 
| AMitious Errors that are amongſt them; for, tis very probable; 
| that when” Errors didifirſt creep into the Church of Rome, the 
| People were ſtartle at them, and pôſſibly made Oppoſition a» 
| gzinſt them, and to coo the Zeal of the People, and carry ou 
| their Dee of eſtabliſhirg Error by an Arbitary Power, they 
f kramd this Word Schiim, into à moſt diſmal and frightfuf 
f Hes; as if it was a damnadle Thing to be guilty of Schiſm, 
Jet there never be ſo much Cauſe for it: And, tis almoſt t 
fame with all Proteſtants, of what Name foever, they are 2 
diſtinguiſhed to frighten the People our ot that Senſe that. God 
hath given them, tamely to ſummit to the Diftates of their Mi- 
niſters 5 which is too much the Caſe at this Da", even amongſt 
Proteſtant Diſſenters; the more to be lamented. The Unreg- 
Dnableneſs of this Objection, by Pioteſtants, is very apparent, 
who were guilty of the ſame Fact within Memory. For thoſe on 
he other fide of the mighty Water; that call themſelves infa l- 
lible; have ſome Pretence of Reaſon, to blame thoſe who ſe- 
parated from them; on a Suppoſition, that they believe them- 
 felves ſo to be + But for Proteſtants; who are in the Practice 
themſelves, to condemn others for it; (to fay no worle) is very 
anreaſonable, Our Domeſtick Hiſtories do furnjfly us with an 
Account how the Reformation began in land, and upori 
th what Diffic 
The Chunch of 
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that great, rack — tis to be op Mien in hl 
ark, pred he Word — poodNun — the Taababa en 
Donn aich Schiſm, in Caring fo from the Chutch of Exx- 
And. Furthermore: isit not the fame with all other Proteſtants, 
chat have from the Church of England? The Pres- 
SÞyterian he condemns the it and the Baptiſts, nal 
their Sepatation from them : And to ſay no better of the ap- 
4ifts- chan ot 'the reſt of the Proteſtants, they are as ready do 
.condemn: and ſenſure all as Schifmaticks, that will not fall in 
Frith chem, or diſſent from A iring with them inte new 
and rotten Doctrines, as C aianiſm and Arianiſur, that bs 
noi advancing amongſb thera, to their Shame be it ſpoken; 
that alktho' they do on themfebves liable to ert and that ·it is the 
Priviledge of every Member of any Society, tobe fully farisfied 
in his ſudgment, that he falls in with no Dc@rines but what 
have the Word of God for their Warrant and Defence: — 
are they a8 forward in tlis as any other People: All they ca 
ſay in their Defence is, that they be true right — 
ches, tho not infallible. Now, the Church of Nome can fay, 
that the) wert once, a right conſtituted Church: Rut, we ſay 
_ they ate fallen, and therefore, it's lawful, nay a Duty, to ſ6- 
perate from them: So likewiſe, muſt we own, if we will not 
offer Violence to our Reaſon; that tis as lawful,” and as much u 
Duty to ſeparate from any modern Church, how pure ever it 
ich been in it's Conſtitution, when it ſhall Apofſtative: in ite 
 Dodrine or PraQtice; nor may we account Wannen of Schi 
that ſo do. 
Now let us conlider the Fer, brought to ſupport this — 
Objection, in 1 Cor. 12. 28. That there ſhould be xp 8 
the Hod. Tis beyond all Diſpute, that this Church of Corinth 
was fallen into many and great Diſorders, and fome Body had 
tunſmitted them to the A poſtle Paul for his Advice what to doʒ 
the Apoſtle as a fuithful Servant ot Chriſt, gave his Advice to 
one Thing after another, as you may obſerve throu the 
whole Epiſtle; and in the Chapter in which: theſe Words are, 
the Apoſile iuinuates as if it had been ſuggeſted to him, Thar 
there were ſome amongſt them, that were ſo advanced in theit 
own Opinion of ſpiritual Gifts above ſome of their poor Bre- 
- thren; that they were even ready to deſpiſe and contemn thoſe 


er Saen corheaiſelecy, 'Tix'very probable that m_ 
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' "lifted up intlicif owh'Canceit of their great Amanmerhu m 
/  ptritual * were rich alſo in the Things of his Liſe, (n 
f -as tis at this Day) and the other very poor, Which made then 
that were rich deſpiſe them, and account ihemtasf gn iſicant 
An the Church af God; which Diſorder the Apoſtke fharp ly 16 
proves in Ver. 235 2 ot-rins Chap. and we may obſerve ho 
geditly he uſhers in his Reprimand, as if he himſ-]f had be 
guilty. of this or the like Fault; he puts an himſolf as if he wi 
one of them that was ſo raſh in kis Theughta oł his poorBrethroa. 
After he had in many Things ſet forth the Wiſdom of God; in 
ſo tempering the Body with Great and Small, Strom and Weak, 
that none might boaſt over another, or account that one hath 
no Need ot the other, as in the preceding Verſes; he comes in 
this: 23d Ver. to: make a Condufion'of the whole; and ad. 
quaints us, that 7 hoſe Members, which we think to he left bon 
ourable, an theſe: we b:flow more abundant Hm, u, our 
uncomel) Parts haus put on them more abundant Contlinzſs. Nur 
6:47. 00mety Parts have na Need: But God: hath fo temper dale 
Bady together, haning given more abundant Honour to thut Furt 
wbiclr Iacked: To what End hath God: done all this? Why 
faith he, That there ſhould he no Schiſm in the Body. As. if che, 
Apoſtle had ſaid, My Brethren, let us not be liſted up in our 
own Opinion and Conceit, that we are better or more deſer w- 
ing theſe Gifts and Enjoyments, than our poor Brethren that have 
them not. But, conſider, that tis the Wiſdom, and Gobdneſe 
ol God that hath beſtowed them an:vs;that.our uncomely Parts 
might not appear; which might have been much worſe than our 
poor Brethren, that we are ready to deſpiſe: Tis of his Grace 
tht he hath made any Difference; and, therefore, det us not be 
uffed up, but know that we are but Stewards for Gods. and muſt 
ke accountable for thoſe Gifts another Day, both of Temporal 
as of Spiritual Hearning: Therefore, fo: behave your ſelves: to- 
wards your, poor Brethren, with that tender Regard, as to ſup- 
ply their Wants, relieve their Neceſſities, ſo that there may be 
no Schiſm made in the Body, by your unchriſtian Behaviour to- 
wards them: Nay, if you are ſtrong in the Faith, and great in 
_ Gifts af Knowledge, as you conceit your ſelves to be, yet cariy 
it with that Meckneſs and Condeſcenſion towards theſe your 
poor weak Brethren, ag may 5 their Faith, encourage 
their Hope, ſo that vu be by no Mean any Stumbling Block | 
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in db cable u dchifm in the Body { dut 500 whiſk ' 
re Mus qualified with Power and Gifts, ſee ro it, be your De- 
portment in the Chorch of Chriſtis fuch, chat there be noSchifim 
made in the Body by your „e wg haviour, So that che 
Argement of therApoitle ſeems. to te à ſtrong Injunctiom oh 
he Church that they make no Schiſm; and not on — Bre- 
then who ſee. Cuuſe to ſeparate: And, if this be not the g. 
guibe Meaning of the Apoſtle, I muh confeſs my bel re 
Wolly ignord t what ir 18. The Way to underſtand 

'N or-4whatithe Deſign of God is to teach us by his Word, 4s 
make Uſe of the Context, : before and after, as a Key; and then 
here i not the leaſt Pretenee; That the Apoſtle ſhould deſign 
veach us; that we ſhould not ſeperate from a Church under 
Cotifideration whatſoever, tho the Church be never fo rightly 
conſtiroted. If it continnes not pure in Doctrine and Practice, 
it is not only-Liwful, but a Duty, (as hath been before aff ene) 
to ſeparice from it, and not to continue in it, let it Apoſtz 
never ſo far, as ſome ſtrain their Witts to uncerfiand it: Dag 
I url make ſome Uſe of this Doctrine. 

4 IS it fo, That it's the only Way to keep the She 
ſt pure, by — 1 thoſe that introduce ne or cor- 
rupt Doctrines and expell them? Then they that not only ne- 
gle& eins Way, but — to baffle thoſe who practice it; are 
Sate to blame, and are guilty of a Breach of Truſt. Hat 
pur Miniſters as Watchmen on high Towers; the berres 
to obſerve the Approach of the Enemies of the Church-of 
to appriæe them of rhe Danger, and to look after the Affairs 
his tfouſt ? And ſhall theſe Men not only refuſe to do — a 
Duty, but difcourage others from dung theirs ? bh a >. 
great Provocation to the Almighty: 
FROM thence let us [Jeari to make the Word or 
God our ole, and to: put n Practice what God hath enjoyned - - 
pon us, and not to think that'we-re wiſer than the Almi * 
to find out better and fofter Methods than God hath! 
Hath God ſaid, *Contend aarneſtiy fur the Faith once del nerd th 6 
ths Saints ? And ſhall his Miniiters cal ſuch as do fo; Malas 
Pert ox fancy Fellows, and Diſturbers-of the Churches peace x 
Harh God fad, Mark thoſe Perſonsthat bring in new Doctrimer; 
and 5 And ſhall Miniſters ſay, There are ſome tar 
are more corrupt than theſe ; and, therefore, we will Keep theſe 


(026 6) 
in; leaſt w noald be'forced to beglad-of thoſe thatere worked 
Whu do le ſay leſs, Than that there are a very bad ſoxt ef 
Miniſters coming about, and that we art like to be in g N 
ſity of making Uteof theni 2 4 Friends Lan afraid there 
is too much I tuth in this: Let ut, + cry mightily zo 
God, chat he would 1 of his own quallifyangy and 
not of Mens: Let us fall down before the-Latd and gonieſs d. 
P:ults, in looking to Men as we have done, andeſuy, Furelyſ xis 
but what we juſtly deſetve at the Hands p God, for us i Oh 
broken Ciſterns given us, that will not hold che Tab 
rightneſß. I now proceed to the Third Doctrine. N 
lech. WHERE theie new Doduines are g inte 
Churches, and the People ar O fallen aſleep that —— los. it 
Fn there deere Duty of Miniſters, 4s Watchmen an 
high Towers, to m: Diſcovery thereof, and endeayour as 
much as in them lieth, tb awake the People out of theix/ Neepy 
Frame, and beſrech chem to Mark thoſe that cauſe 'Dewifions as 

gong ft nbem with Dottrines cuntrary to what they hate learn d, 
bn to auc id them. The diethod 1 propoſe for the Praſeturips 
of this Doctrine is, 

Nirſt. T O prove that Miniſters are ſet in the Chatelica pf . 
Chriſt as — ets on high Tow Es. „ 

Secondly. THAT ir's their Duty, a8 Watchmen; to endes · 
your as much as in them lies, to apprize the People of theſt new 
Doctrines, or of any Danger — 0 ue tho 
People to mark thof. that bring them in. 

Firfl, T IIA I Minifters are ſet in * Warch- 
men on high Towers. This hath an Alluſion to, or borrowed || 
from a civiſ Watch, that is ſet in à Garriſon or Army, to give 
Notice to others if 7 any Danger be: And ſo the Manifters-of i 

. Chriſt ate ſet in the Church of God; to give Warning of the 
Approach of any ſpiritual Enemy. In Ezek. 3. 16. you have it 
thus, Au it came to paſs that the Ward bf tb Lord came wato. 
one ſay EB» Son of Man, I have made than n Watchman unto the | 
— 07 iſrael : Therefore. have the Word' at thy' Month, avid 
' give them Warning from me. Nothing cùn be more full than 
This, That God'hath made Miniſters Watchmen, and that they 
dre to warn the * ple, as authorized fo to do from the Lord ; 
aud in uin 52 — up his Voekes What 
wdo? 11 e -<þ People of thcit-Inaquities, 2 
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them the Dangerrhey mein: But, there ate (nie, (a3 the args 
tb _ 10. camplained of) in this Office, chat 
diſcharge not this Duty of warning the People, an dthey ax 
called, Blind Guides; they are ignerant ; they. are all | 
Dogs, they cannot bark. Tea, ( ſaith the Prophet) they org 
grovdy Dips that cannot have enough, park are Shepher di 
that have no Underflandiug iu the. Mind and Will of God ; every 
ue looks to his own Way; every one for hit awn Gait, A plain 
Characteriſtick how we may know the Watchmen of God from 
thoſe that only call themſelves fo, and are nat, but are. bling 
Guides, Deceivers of the People; and, they are ſuch that preagh 
another Goſpel; tho tis not another, as faith tlie Apoſtle ta 
the Ga/atzans, who were bewitched by ſome to give Far to it, 
Gal 3. and throughout the reſt of the Epiſtle, where the A+ 
poſtle moſt excellently reaſons with them about that very 1 
&rine that's now revived, and much applauded of by the'carnz 
Profeſſors of this Age; to the Gtief of Godly: Souls, (many, 9 
hope) that love the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, and own his impute( 
Nigthteovineſs, for their Juſtification, and cannot yet comply 
with this new pretended Goſpel. But to return. |: 
I SAY, Miniſters are ſet in the Church as Officers in a Gar- 
" fon or Quard, that is put therein, to watch for it's Security ; 
and tis the proper Work of the Officet, nat only to watch him 
felf; but ſee that others do it, avhoſe Work it is; and for the 
better Security of the Garriſon, the Officer marcheth his Rounds 
in the moſt difficult Hours, to ſee if the Guard is upon their 
Watch; and to exhort them to ſtand faſt, and quit themſe]veg 
like Men. The faithful Officer doth not duze himſelf, and ens 
deavout to ſtupify others, as ſome Miniſters: now do, to intro- 
duce erronious Doctrines into the Church of God, And can 
any one think, that if an Officer of a Garriſon do thus, and 
neglect his Duty, of apprizing the People of Dangers approach - 
and any one Freeman of this City, ſhould eſpy an Enemy 
intp the Garriſon, and be tells the Officer thereof, and in 2 
Spirit of Meekneſs reproves the Officer of his. Neglect, de 
thar Officer ſay, That it's abſurd for the Freeman thus to 
and that he a Makpert for ſo doine, ſceing the Garriſon id 2m 
Datiger * Or, chn we think that the ſupream Goyernor of his 
City or Garriſon, vill ſo teſent the good Office df this Fieemgn 
thay heat thus diſchwiyed hls Ding; or Tra repoled inh. 4s 
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to call him a Mal: No No! Bart: he will Samet 


iy unto him; Well done my good and faithful Setvantg I 
4 make thee Ruler over Ten Cities. Having fully: proved tha 50 
= HH are ſet e om high * 1 ed us 
5 1.8 ba 10) % Q k 
1 - Secondly. © THAT is dig Dany of be. Miniſter, 25 4 Wate — 
[ man; to warn the People, under his Care, of-any; approaching. 
Dinger. This is very plain to be their Duty from the Nature 
of their Office, that God hath called them to, and hath cem 
manded them to be found in the Practice of, Exeł. 3. 6. If the 
Watchman fee the Sword coming, and blow not the Trumpet, 
z #ndthe People be not warned, ſo as the Sword take any away in 
their Iniquiry, their Blood will I xequize at the Hands of wr 
Watcliman. Why at the Watchman's Hande d Becauſe, as 

God had fud, Becauſe to chat End I did put him in that £4. 
| and have commanded him to give Warping to my Pecple. 50 
if Miniſters ſuffer Errors to creep into the Churches, and make 
[/ not an Outery againſt them, and war not the People, the 
| Nine end Corruption of that People, ſhall be required at thi 
Warchmam's Hands: But if they ate waned, and will fleen op 
ul they are drowned with Error, the Guilt. be upon voh People. 

"BUT fome may object, and ſay, that, -have put the Mini- 
4 ger in particular in the Doctrine, and he's not mentioned in the 
| Text; which looks as 1 I had Deſign te 074 HOT WI Dus 
i ties more than is meet. 

IAN SWE R as before; Beale it's the proper Work of a 
ſiniſter, that by his Office he! 1s called to by the Wrong God, us 
—* deen before proved. 

"Secondly." I is to this Work had is called, and er ap rt t 
he Church in which he is. : And, in this: ſure, may 
8 ny nig, to be the Churches Moxehs — Wen to them, 298 
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Aichner. ! Nor to bude any ode Mable, my w hom, G 
Mall give a diſcerning Eye from being ound in the 5 
vf this Daty; of _ upotr his Watch, and from wa 

Feſtof his hren! ut Miniſters axe xalled, VS 


L cody and ſet apait by theLdrd pnd his People avs 


* 


a. 


* 
Ln 


\ 
. 


— 


LE 


S R=. 8 


I A 4 8 


(..Mer#P 
+ 21 125 0 Ef nd 1 de no Conſeiene of do- 


the Condirfös pf 1 © an6the D3y! 


LM 


th 6, 1 Ties | 
e 
R Tuer 4 A 85 


— 
515 büt Woah 


P 1 85 


and Hot by Men. And 
hy of Meß, Ten 


"Ha 


ot that thoſe thut have 52 
e Unzertaking of this « Oli 4 


> ET Ui 1 
id be 15 ""tHa it's the prey of the Mibriisof 050 
e 5 5 to vive Warning tothe 


der cfieir Cite, of pfoscli 
. 1 fete e hben 8 


aſlecp or are in a Juke-warm, Frame, a agg. Condition, are 
M defy ünbscomings Poſture ts their Office, and àltogether 

whit to Alf hafge the Troff repoſed in chem. What can a ſleepy 
Min a; ox one that is -Aepifel) with Error, qt byaſtd by choſe 
chat zie; Nothing. But Se & | be esse from kim, ot 
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then the Miniſter of. that People ſay, Lis a i 
the Man is as, found as himſelf; which may be 
bad enough. Bur this Man having been once _—_— — d ib 


by. his thus ſpeaking, the People tall perhaps todleep agi 
* q (2 


And if. would be ſo valiant for the Truth, 
gaĩnſt rr, and will not take his Mini niſters Word, he i# 


yu a malapert contentjous Man, . that wants n 


= Rs 9 THEY thatrefuſe to * their Princi ples plains 
Iy and fully, and refuſe to.preach againſt the Errors of heli 
are doubtleſs ſome of tho!e blind Guides, Iis not a ſufficient 
Reaſon for any Miniſter to be ſilent, or to refuſe to E N 
gainſt Arminianiſm, an] Arianiſm; becauſe ſuch a | 
or ſuch a. good Man. hath embraced it. There is fuck a f 
Man that is at .a Stand about it; and ſuch ne ho 


In fine, let their Excuſes be what they will, tis becauſe they are | 
corrupt themſelves, ar elſe that they want Faithfulneſs to \cheie 
Lord. and Maſter, and ſo are bling Guides to the People. 
| . 2 let them ſay what they will, believe them not, a 
Jaytars to the King of Heaven, in having any. Man's Fer- 
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